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(A TRUE STORY)
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HITE gripped his friend's arm. “You say

you sgaw them together—youn saw that whelp

e

with her? Qulek!™

‘Hold on now, Tom.,” said Ashton sooth

ngly “Don’t you go for to get exelted H

sure was with her, and I'll tell you about it if you'll
keep cool.’

The younger man released his hold and walked
away a few steps, struggling to control himself, “Go
on, Tom. I'm all right. Wheore were they?” . g . " / ; '

“Why, T was eoming nlong b ho ore plants T ; LA > ; - . O ' : 3 e ¢ N on ‘ ’ .
tion sl-m:.' about nine o' Euw:, I recko That was ) \ 4 ‘ \ o g V ‘ iy = W . ; Ill\( ()14\ S )\ l \ ' )| l [ "
while you was away In Louisville, I jess looked up ) K 4 ' 5 4 L : 2 P - B2 % \ e ¢ Abrah | . 2
to the house, easual like, and there was a blot of white Lot
against the bushes over under the sycamores, Squint
ing cloge, I saw a dark figure alongside it. Now, |
thought it was Kinder strange, ‘cause that was where
yvou uged to set and spark Diana, on the bench there,
and 1 dldn’t see what right any one at all had to be on
that bench when you was away

“Maybe you wouldn't have done It If you was In my
place, Tom, but I wanted to make sare. Here was
you, Tom White, miles away. And here was some
one, maybe not Diana Moore, but some one, setting
with a man. So I ¢limbed over the fence and come
up close.”

“Well?” Interrapted White Impatiently, as the other
pansed,

“Well,” resumed the other slinply, “it was Diana,
and the man with her was Barton Johnson.*

“After what he's done, after what she knows of
him! What were they saying, Steve? What else?
Did they seem to be friendly ?” asked White breath
lessly.

“Yes," sald Ashton judiciously, “I should say they
was friendly. That's the trouble, Tom--they “.‘.‘
altogether too friendly. I didn’t hear much they said,
but it was enough. And he was setting as close as he
could ger, with her head on his shoulder, and there
you have it.,”

Ashton had disliked his task from the first, had gone ) "”
d Lincoln

Aunt Rebee

left » ring W oand ent to

through with Iit, driven by n sense of obligation
outgrowth of an almost paternal fondness for White
He had feared an explosion, but none came. White
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earller excitement had passed. A sudden and strange 3 b L ; : he \\'u Ylw e two | “x v ,l, “l ;;1‘
V jam Butler, drove into to ind wal

composure possessed him ife sought a chair quietly Aunditor was ¢loge behind, breathing venge

und faced his old friend., Ashton, rendered quite as arriving Shields sent a demand fo
uneasy by this foreign reserve as he would have been offensive allusions.” Jdnecoln L &
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by the frenzy he had fearved. did not break the silence suditor should have fir i d'! im forn
T ) ¢ was the author of the articles, would v
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“She’s not worth it, Towm, and that's the truth. 1 ARE YOU READY:" HE ASKED, FINALLY. tisconds eats ROOMMERIG RAWS). Sien
pever could see where Diana Moore held a hand t ,.”;. wmd General \\‘ hitesides for (
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call you with I remenber her when she was a little
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thing, pert aud sassy, tossing her plg indd & mighty g ~ ; :
_ agee r you mean, Tom,” sal h lder, shaking
sharp answer when she was crosse N

Mhing was ]
- g hope vou thin ve done right
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